IIb 
44. IIb 
IIb 
126. 


123. 

110. 


1944. 


Ila 
50. 


ine 15, 
Dec. 

natural, 
94. 
IIb 


une 15, 


1944. 


15, 


BEST SELLERS 


BI-WEEKLY REVIEW 


Published the Library, University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Subscription Price, $2.00; Single Copies, Ten Cents 
Canadian and Foreign Rates $2.50 


Co-Editors 


Eugene Willging 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 


Associate Editors 


Austin App, Ph.D. 
Dorothy Lynn 


Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index 


Entered second-class matter, April 16, 1943, the post office 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, under the Act March 1879 


Vol. No. 


Copyright, 1945 


January 15, 1945 


Eugene Willging 


Catholic Literary Foundation---December Selection 


Jordan, Max. Beyond All Fronts. Bruce. Dec. 20, 1944. 
386p. $3.00. 


The struggle our day transcends all geographical fronts; 
the last analysis battle “not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities and powers, against 
the spirits wickedness The war has been waged 
against evil; the victory must constructive triumph 
over evil. For the future the world’s civilization victors 
must learn that they cannot enjoy revenge and peace 
the same time. Such the thesis submitted Max 
Jordan, European-born and world-traveled associate editor 


NBC’s University the Air. 


Frequent on-the-spot observer most the momentous 
affairs that have shaken old Europe during her twenty- 
year armistice, Mr. Jordan has not contented himself with 
mere catalog events. has studied the long-range 
causes back the dates; the result lucid synthesis 
western history since the Versailles fiasco. Its greatest 
value that ready manual for those who ad- 
vocate sane post-war treatment the German people— 
first victim Adolf Hitler and his witless collaborators 
pre-war Europe. 


Fully agreeing with Sir Norman Angell that “We have our 
share responsibility for the Nazi phenomenon”, Max 
Jordan launches terrible indictment. The first sin was 
irrational selfishness and suspicion. 
French answer the German people’s protest against 
Diktat duress and impossible reparations was the occu- 
pation the Ruhr and its attendant disorder. The French 
Pius XI’s plea for moderation was cavalier re- 
buff. Poincaré and his army paved the way for extreme 
German nationalism; few weeks after the French with- 
drawal ’23 Hitler staged his abortive Munich Putsch. 


And French stupidity had apparently begun convince 
the court that sentenced the future scourge lightly, too, 
that perhaps strong fascism was the only solution for Ger- 
many’s plight. Jordan recalls that, when 1930 Minister 
the Interior Joseph Wirth warned the world and called 
for economic conference consider German’s prob- 
lems, gold-hoarding France answered raising its annual 
military budget one and one-half billions. When 
1931 Dr. Julius Curtius, Bruening’s Minister Foreign 
Affairs, timidly proposed customs 
step toward realizing Briand’s U.S.E. dream, the French 
vetoed the plan few hours after its 
French War Minister Maginot was convinced that all 
nations cannot put the same footing. Germans saw 
twelve-thousand miles continental customs borders and 
the formidable tariff walls the United States world 
plot against German economic survival. Hitler could 
scream: “What’s the army was the answer for 
unemployment. 


Mr. Jordan cogent the now hotly disputed question 
the responsibility the German people for this war. 
those who profess see definite anti-democratic 
bias the German mentality asks the 20,000,000 
(out 25,000,000 voters) who June 1920 favored 
the new democratic regime can reasonably taken 
camouflaged Nazis. recalls that Germany’s last 
free election (the forty-sixth six years!) only one-third 
the voters favored Hitler, and that spite all the 
country’s misery and the brown-shirt agitation. 
reactionary tycoons, anxious salvage their privileges, 
accepted glib von Papen’s word that Hitler was not “too 
red”, the pact with the devil clinched the greatest 
sellout our times. 
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After the tragic day January 30, 1933 the German 
people were the mercy magnified Pied Piper” who 
“played the tune that plunged whole nation into chaos”. 
Jordan saw victims mob hysteria and mammoth pro- 
paganda organization; had the confidence many who 
had their thinking land where “Gruessgott” 
brought “You lose your job!” and refusal cheer spelled 
the concentration camp. And yet the pre-election Reich- 
stag fire, the communist bogy, concentration camps and 
Nazi candidates’ combined garnered “for 
Hindenburg and Hitler” only forty-four per cent the 
votes cast the March elections. 


And the rest the “Hitler has done great things 
not only for Germany, but for all Europe,” said Lord 
Lloyd. Mr. Jordan asks those who censure the German 
people recall the naiveté the world’s great. Lloyd 
George stated that communism would flood Germany 
foreign powers intervened; trust Hitler”. Lord Rother- 
mere proclaimed: “There are Nazi atrocities, only 
few exceptional acts violence”. Italy and Germany are 
“beyond all doubt the best governed countries the 
world”. Ramsay MacDonald stated that there was “not 
the slightest reason for the smaller countries appre- 
hensive”. Now, long last, the world heard Lord Mount 
Temple prating Anglo-German Friendship League. 
There were oil magnate Sir Henry Deterding, who played 
Santa Claus the new regime Germany, Jacques 
Doriot, who wanted negotiate with Hitler, laborite 
Lord Landsbury, who saw danger war, and Sir 
Neville Henderson, convinced that Nazism was being mis- 
understood. Perplexed democratic Germans heard foreign 
ambassadors call the gangster “Your Excellency”. 
underground any kind such set-up borders the 
miraculous; all Germans might well have agreed that 
“Defiance pays” when the Anglo-German naval agree- 
ment Britain tacitly violated Versailles order concede 
the Nazis thirty-five per cent the English naval 
strength. Yet, the day when parties were abolished, 
Underground Europe was born, Germany. Max Jordan 
asserts that hundreds thousands were caught while 
acting secret go-betweens for comrades abroad, 
zealous counter-revolutionaries and Good Samaritans 
the Jews. “You could almost certain, when people 
walked around block two city streets just avoid 
saluting swastika, that they ‘belonged’.” Nor was resist- 
ance the 4,000,000 members the Party short-lived 
affair; 250,000 were arrested 1943 alone. The author 
would have the world remember Germany’s roster the 
sturdy when thinks punishing all Germany for 
Nazi crimes; Bishop von Galen, Cardinal Faulhaber, Pastor 
Niemoeller, Monsignor Lichtenberg, Carl von Ossietski, 
the “battling journalist”, Wilhelm Sollmann, former social- 
democratic Reichstag deputy, former Finance Minister 
Rudolph Hilferding and countless others, among them his 
own active friends the “Friday still meeting 
behind closed doors when left them for America. 


Since the end his ten-year radio assignment Middle 
Europe, Max Jordan has received devious means evi- 
dence that that resistance still living thing. old 
friend the Berlin Friday Circle days has assured him 
that “They have their black lists ready every town and 
village the Nazi block wardens and all their sycophants 
are marked For almost decade now are 
slavery our own only hope that the resi 
the world will not swayed prejudices violent 


Jordan Shellabarger 


Best 


those that have brought about this unspeakable 
letter from Dr. Herzberg, Jewish refugee Cuba, 
admonition victorious Allies: the theory the 
not ape it”. And from Dr. Carl Friedrich Goerdeler, 
head anti-Hitler movement during the Sitzkrieg and 
now most probably liquidated with others for the at- 
tempted assassination September 11, 1944: “Any at- 
tempt eliminate the devil with Beelzebub, Hitler 
hitlerism reverse, bound fail the end. For 
sow, shall reap”. 


Mr. Jordan’s book more than personal story adven- 
ture the European radio world. His definite mes- 
sage which must listened when the world tackles 
the German problem the near future. cites papal 
analyses the subject and concludes that can win 
the peace only reconciliation and Christian magnani- 
mity toward the German people. Justice must quick 
for the guilty; retribution must corrective for the duped. 
The patient must not killed remove the cancer. Mr. 
Jordan’s book enhanced the incorporation ninetee 
valuable pages appendices; the constant citation out- 
standing authorities makes his work reliable tool for the 
thoughtful student world problems. 

Frank Fadner, 

University Scranton 


Literary Guild---January Selection 


Shellabarger, Samuel. Captain from Castile. 
Jan. 1945. 633p. $3.00. 


The author has chosen period history and episode 
particularly appropriate for the blood and thunder tale 
derring-do has tell. Sixteenth century Spain and 
the conquest Mexico with love and revenge and gold 
and barbaric Aztecs and dauntless conquistadores all 
spiced with bit the ever useful Inquisition and the 
glory-dreams youth come true make story whose chief 
value, aside from evening entertainment for those 
who like that sort thing, might furnish Errol 
Flynn with starring role new Hollywood extrav- 
aganza technicolor, role which the late Doug Fair- 
banks could have played perfection. 


The story begins Spain where young, red-headed Pedro 
Vargas, son Francisco, one the last blooms the 
garden storybook chivalry, was nearing the end his 
father’s period tutelage. Pedro was well reared, high- 
born youth but somewhat provincial and enamoured 
betimes Catana, the dancing wench mountain 
hedge tavern. But Pedro had eye convention too 
and Luisa Carvajal was chosen the lady 
enthroned his heart. Life had been uncomplicated and 
Pedro looked forward finishing his training the 
Italian wars with the Chevalier Bayard but the 
entire picture was changed when Don Diego Silva 
stepped the villain. manufactured pretexts 
had the Vargases hailed before the Inquisition where 
Pedro’s younger sister was killed. the aid Juan 
Garcia, former voyager with Cristobal Colon and top- 
sergeantish sort man with heart gold, the Var- 
gases escape and flee into the mountains. Catana sells 
herself bandit chieftian who aids their escape—Don 
Francisco and his wife Italy where high-born connec- 
tions win them final justice; Pedro and Juan Sanlucar 
where they ship for the New World. 
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There they join Hernan Cortes who preparing his 
famous expedition Mexico. Officially under the ban 
the Church, Pedro manages convince sympathetic 
priest that will endeavor conquer his hate for 
Silva and then allowed continue with the expedition. 
finds favor with Cortes and after foiling plot that 
threatens wreck the expedition made captain. 
Catana joins the expedition and is, course, Pedro’s 
paramour. There the hazardous march into the Aztec 
country culminating the capture Tenochtitlan and 
the seizure Montezuma. Cortes wanted Empire; 
wanted colonize, develop, rule. But the governor 
Cuba felt that his rights had been infringed and sent 
Panfilo Narvaez with strong force take and super- 
sede Cortez. The Mexico City Pedro’s care 
and went defeat Narvaez. Returning with vastly 
increased force, was led into trap and, after the 
Aztecs had slaughtered almost the entire band, was forced 
retreat. Silva had come with the Narvaez men and 
during the retreat delayed Pedro, Catana, and Juan 
Garcia until they were captured. The three were rescued 
Coatl, Zapotec chief, whom Pedro had helped 
escape from Silva Spain. After sojourning Coatl’s 
country, they rejoined Cortes second expedition 
which devastated Mexico City and crushed the Aztecs. 


Pedro and Catana had been living together unwed but, 
remembering Luisa, did not give her his love entirely. 
Sensing this, she helped shape his decision leave her. 
Wealthy through gift Coatl, returned Spain 
Cortes’ ambassador the Emperor. Having returned 
betrothed Luisa and then attainted for high treason 
Silva who has the emperor’s ear. the use his 
wits, Pedro defeats Silva’s plans, gains the emperor’s 
favor and Cortes’ petition rule Mexico. After weary 
chase kills Silva and marries Catana and returns 
Mexico the story ends. 


Mr. Shellabarger has written exciting though somewhat 
hackneyed adventure story. Its major value enter- 
tainment and that value lessened the objectionable 
features found the book. Naturally there the usual 
misunderstanding the Inquisition well the usual 
exaggeration its cruelty. addition vulgarities 
372 and obscenity 279 are found. page 290 
there the implication that the Church condoned forni- 
cation; 294 the culmination deliberately con- 
ceived fornication; 474, statement implying that 
illicit sexual relations with Indians were proper only 
they were baptized. All these things are reprehensible 
book this nature which could have achieved its effect 
without their use. Such things render the book unsuit- 
able for all classes readers save those adults who will 
recognize their falsity. 


Brines, Russell. Until They Eat Stones. Lippincott. Dec. 
27, 1944. 340p. $3.00. 


Mr. Brines takes his title, Until They Eat Stones, from 
old phrase revived the Japanese Militarists lead the 
Japanese people fight hundred-years’ war, necessary. 
The oft quoted phrase means they will fight until every 
every woman and child—lies face down- 
ward the battlefield, such course needs be. 


The first half the book deals with Mr. Brines’ experi- 
ences Manila internment camp Santo Tomas, 
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and his interpretation those experiences against back- 
ground information, gathered both before the war 
Hawaii and Japan and since his repatriation. Santo Tomas 
one the better internment camps; but Mr. Brines’ 
vivid description and reports gathered from repatriates 
other less fortunate camps give horrifying picture 
Japanese treatment. The author offers explanation 
the viciousness the gendarmerie, predecessors the 
Nazi gestapo, racial inferiority complex which results 
swaggering sadism and endless transparently face-saving 
moves the Japanese Militarists. 


Mr. Brines presents revealing analysis the Japanese 
inspired Constitution for the Philippines, modeled the 
Constitution the Commonwealth, but ruling out any 
possible United States influence her return. says, 
“the Japanese want separate the United States and the 
Philippines completely that the next time they after 
the Islands, there will American opposition”. 


The second half the book deals with the rest the 
“Co-prosperity Sphere” Japanese conquered lands. The 
Indo-China drama resembles the Philippines set “from 
guided education exploited religion”. Thailand and 
Burma have more common with Japan, seeking re- 
lease from the western political hand, and looking 
their own glorious history. Burma, Mr. Brines thinks, may 
cling Tokyo after the country reoccupied, owing 
the strong religious approach directed the conqueror’s 
religious “experts”, which culminated the presentation 
Tokyo the “sacred ashes Buddha” April, 1944. 
Subhas Chandra Bose the puppet being used the 
Japanese “free India”. “Under their program win 
the Indians, the Japanese long have prepared the ‘national’ 
army cannon fodder,” says Mr. Brines. 


The “Imperial Treasure House” the Netherlands East 
Indies and Malaya held under the tight control the 
Japanese Militarists, and forced labor has been used 
build the defenses this strategic group islands. 
Attempts have been made use religion uniting 
factor; but, Mr. Brines reports that grave errors have been 
made clumsy heavy-handedness. The winning the 
Mohammedan Indonesians would give the Japanese 
spearhead into India. The Dutch, however, use Australian 
broadcasts means refute Japanese policies. 


the continental empire, Mr. Brines says, long 
sullen opposition continues, Occupied China will present 
potentially important weakness the Japanese scheme”. 
sketches life Occupied China discussion 
conditions three cities: Hongkong, Shanghai and Pek- 
ing. All are pitiful state starvation; but Peking 
and North China seem offer the most resistance 
guerrilla terrorizing, which brings frightful retaliations 
massacres and confiscating raids that region. This 
policy assassination follows programs economic de- 
moralization and wholesale smuggling opium, morphine, 
heroin and other drugs sold through Japanese protected 
opium dens, and even children candy. 


Manchuria has been developed into what Mr. Brines con- 
siders the ultimate ideal perfectly controlled and 
regimented state, which the Japanese Militarists visualize 
for all regions under their power. points out three 
fundamental points military imperialistic philosophy, 
exemplified Manchuria: first, that the state pri- 
marily for the profit the Militarists; second, that the 
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conquered people are work and live solely for the 
ruling clique; third, that the Militarists attain regimenta- 
tion and conformity among slaves through the cumulative 
effect suppression and time. 


The Japanese homeland pictured surrounded 
dark cloud, preparing for the worst, but resigned to, and 
even glorifying, servitude and sacrifice for the Emperor. 
The last chapter deals with Tojo’s rise and fall the 
Empire’s first Pacific war leader, representative the 
Kwantung Army Clique. his Epilogue, Mr. Brines 
warns against post-war indifference leniency toward the 
Japanese Militarists. estimates that will take least 
two generations wise diplomacy and comprehensive 
re-education eliminate the militarist training cen- 
turies. 


the whole, the book quite readable, and the author 
has done good job presenting and analysing some 
the major wartime developments Occupied Asia and 


Japan, during 1942-1943. 
Ju-Chin Yang, Ph.D., 
Far Eastern Section, UNRRA 


Dec. 28, 1944. 


Brown, Carlton. 


302p. $2.75. 


Aimlessness life puts definite strain the human 
personality which either cushions itself against the shock 
absorption some trivia else disintegrates giving rise 
various psychotic disturbances. know but little 
the exciting factors the therapy applied; know 
only reaction types symptoms. Occasionally person- 
ality disintegration complete and final; occasionally 
only temporary and recovery, total partial, eventuates 
time. Mental disease has many aspects: one the 
better known the manic-depressive “cyclo-thymic” 
variety characterized recurrent cycles abnormal ex- 
uberance and depression. When the pendulum swings 
too far either direction, normal personality gives way 
the abnormalities psychoneurosis and irresponsibility 
ensues. Brainstorm the story man, Michael Kelly 
Jones, friend the author, compiled from personal ex- 
perience and notes well from authentic documents, 
who thus went “mad” his twenty-seventh year and after 
some months recovered apparently 
nically biography but told the first person with 
some the techniques the novel. Actually is, 
true, personalized case history which Michael attempts 
analyze his spirit and its illness whose 
germs are dissatisfactions and conflicts our age 
which one entirely 


Michael Kelly Jones was the son divorced parents and 
his life was partially split between them. His mother 
attempted, with but little success, introduce order and 
purpose into his life. She tried teach him discipline 
and responsibility. Michael loved her and followed her 
counsel but the same time was attracted his father’s 
sort life—the kind that once was called 
irresponsible, entirely materialistic one. The effects 
began show early Michael. His prep school career 
was irregular and climaxed suspension. Sex and what 
passed for love developed early; fornication was common- 
place; alcoholism entered also and Michael took his place 
the world—untrained, undeveloped and aimless. 
menace himself and society. became free-lance 


Brown 


Best 


writer, mostly the hack variety specializing advertis- 
ing and magazine stories, and even field where medi- 
ocrity guarantee success achieved little. His 
youthful love affair had foundered; lived for awhile 
with another woman and then married her having 
daughter, Sheila. The marriage was not happy one nor 
was cemented love. After some years cracks began 
showing its fabric and May, 1940, Michael, the 
first throes his psychosis, sent Helen and Sheila away. 


The metamorphosis Michael was gradual. Day day 
his behavior became more erratic but the circles which 
traveled were erratic themselves that little notice 
was taken. acquired new girl, Judy; his interest 
syncopation increased; sensory perception was enhanced 
and illusions gradually developed. Euphoria was char- 
acteristic; swung and up, ever happier and more 
confident that his role the new Messiah was the real 
purpose his life. Slyness was also characteristic, the 
patent slyness the neurotic who shares his secrets with 
anyone. Communications from above, obsession mystic 
symbolism, rapport with mystic forces and currents—all 
these followed complete the picture. Michael’s actions 
became completely irrational but him they were the 
essence lucid logicality. preparation for his mission 
made spectacular visit the country home where 
his daughter was staying. There and the trip back 
New York the exuberant period upswing reached its 
height, height that was maintained even when was 
committed Bellevue, which then regarded merely 
place where the final metamorphosis into the Messiah 
was completed. His treatment there was humane 
but little attempt was made diagnose his condition and 
less alleviate it. Taken from Bellevue state mental 
institution, faced more brutal life with the same lack 
attention his mental illness. Poor food, inefficient 
and brutal attendants, careless doctors, slipshod methods, 
all combined make life exceedingly miserable. Gradu- 
ally, however, Michael lost his delusions and became more 
rational until finally was released, being paroled the 
care his mother. There followed long period pro- 
found depression which Michael found himself unable 
meet the problems life but gradually managed 
make adjustments through sort personal psycho- 
analysis and return what considered state 
normalcy, state little better than the one which 
had existed prior his illness. the book brought 
close there little evidence that the factors which 
once had excited the cycle might not again. 


The value this book extremely doubtful. Being 
personalized case history differs from its more prosaic 
brethren merely that the data are woven together 
narrative form and easily understandable language 
rather than technically given skeletal outline. Mr. 
Brown writes fluently and weaves his difficult material 
into well-ordered narrative—seemingly too well-ordered 
the product Michael Kelly Jones. major theme 
the book that personal psychoanalysis most valu- 
able tool the cure psychoses and credit given 
Freud whose theories are regarded “the greatest con- 
tribution this age toward the understanding mental 
illness”. Also, the author sees conflict between psycho- 
analysis and religion, point which depends, course, 
the type psychoanalysis advocates. One sentence 
from the introductory chapter deserves quoted: 
“Anyone whose neuroses lead him into psychotic episode 
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crosses the line not because forces outside himself, but 
owing his own faulty conditioning, pattern be- 
havior established years and carried over into adult 
Certainly this book not for the general reader 
who will find its occasional profanity, its sexual and homo- 
sexual episodes too strong fare and who will scarcely have 
the knowledge mental diseases requisite its evalua- 
tion. will interest the trained psychiatrist and 
those whose knowledge mental diseases sufficient 
make them critical judges its value. such then 
the book seems suitable only for certain classes mature 
and discriminating readers. 


James, Henry. The Great Short Novels Henry James. 


Edited with introduction and comments Philip 
Rahv. Dial. Nov. 1944. 799p. $4.00. 


Mr. Rahv has selected ten short novels varying length 
from twenty fifty thousand words. has used the 
texts the original editions, and not that the collected 
edition because the verbal changes introduced James 
into that text. Hence the reader may observe the develop- 
ment the author’s style. The selections are adequate 
illustrate James his best, master the technique 
the nouvelle short novel. 


The biographical introduction short and good. The 
same can said for the comments which precede each 
story, except when the editor yields the temptation 
giving story dubious biographic significance far 
fetched symbolic interpretation the case the 
Aspern Papers. The introduction each story gives the 
date its composition, its relation the other works 
James, few comments the technique employed, and 
where possible some small fact circumstance real 
life that suggested the story. 


Five the stories deal with the topic special interest 
James, the “international situation”, the trials and tribu- 
lations the American heroines abroad. Madame 
Mauves, gentle Euphemia, surmounts temptation 
admit she can love another than her husband, worthless 
French aristocrat. Daisy Miller, spontaneous, audacious, 
and innocent American maid, defies European conven- 
tions and dies the Roman fever and broken heart. 
Bessie Alden typifies, International Episode, the 
ability American lady pass over great person 
when she dismisses Lord Lambeth. Mrs. Headway, 
American divorcée from the West, holds the center the 
stage the Siege London getting into society her 
humor. The scenes are shifted Lady Barbarina who 
comes America the wife American doctor and 
completely fails socially. 


There are two novels about the life artists and writers, 
the Aspern Papers and the Author Beltraffio. The 
latter together with the Turn the Screw show James 
master the element psychological horror. The au- 
thor’s power presenting characters indirectly evident 
the Pupil which features the precocious Morgan Moreen 
and his tutor, through whom the other characters are 
seen cheats and cheap skates. The later and mature 
James seen the Beast the Jungle, story the 
tragic fate experiencing nothing. 


American people growing ever more international 
minded, representative collection the better stories 


James Hahn 


one their leading men letters cannot but wel- 
come. James knew how gently ironize the English and 
wryly smile the follies his fellow Americans. The 
book will helpful tool for the study American 
literature and contribution the better understanding 
other people, lands and customs. 


Aloysius Miller, S.J., 
University Scranton 


Hahn, Emily. China Me. Doubleday, Doran. 
16, 1944. 429p. $3.00. 


China Me, attractive from appearance and con- 
tent, conveys its idea through its title. The content 
largely description the author’s own adventures and 
what she saw during her past several years Shanghai, 
Hongkong, Chungking and other Chinese cities. 
newspaper woman, Miss Hahn had the opportunity 
meeting many Chinese people and also many other na- 
tionals China during the process the present war. 
Naturally, this book record all her activities and 
thoughts during those years. contains main theme, 
but covers many incidents, episodes and scenes. 


Nov. 


happens that the reviewer this book knows many 
the persons mentioned Miss Hahn’s China Me. 
Her description them seems rather fair. Her style 
plain and straightforward and the presentation her 
life China very frank and outspoken. 


most foreigners, particularly American readers, this 
book objective reflection “what’s going on” 
China (though means deep enough reflect every 
phase Chinese community) the most popular way. 
However, even many instances, the Chinese themselves 
have admit that the interpretation quite adequate, 
although there may some things with which they 
not agree. 


mainly autobiography, yet throughout these inter- 
esting narratives one can see China sympathetic way. 
written plain American language, and makes for 
light reading because the chapters are short, yet continu- 
ous. many instances the author able depict many 
complicated social phenomena high well ordi- 
nary circles, during the process conflict China. This 
due her experience feature article writer con- 
nection with the British paper, the North China Daily 
News. Many her foreign friends were centered the 
theme, and many them were introduced very hap- 
hazard way. There not much plot the book, but the 
presentation rather free, familiar and well-expressed. 
Here and there blended with many questions 
China’s predicaments; but the midst them, she sug- 
gests new China the making. 


the war went on, the author followed the crowd and 
made many keen observations. Likewise, she not only 
familiarized herself with the behaviors the Chinese 
urban life but also acquired sense Chinese psychology. 
The book pleasant one and the style certainly suits 
the general reading public. The author’s popularity among 
Americans and other nationals China explains why 
she representative certain newspaper women claiming 
liberal and free-thinking. 
Pan Chao-ying 


Washington, 
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Catholic Literary Foundation---January 
Selection 
Magaret, Who Walk Pride. Bruce. Jan. 15, 
1945. 
Who Walk Pride historical novel. The time 
that the French Revolution; the -setting, Paris, the 
French colony Saint-Domingue, South Carolina and 
the American wilderness. 
The story traces the escape from the French mob 
Antoine Dejean and his sisters Louise and Emilie, natives 
Saint-Domingue attending schools Paris. Their flight 
Southampton where they are met their anxious 
mother directed Manette, faithful family servant. 
They set sail aboard the British vessel Storm King and 
approaching their island home skirt the lonely north 
shore “the decayed, neglected colony Spanish Santo 
Domingo” and crossing the wide bay mouth Mancenille 
note with sickening shock that plantation after plantation 
has been pillaged and burned. 
Cap Francois Hypolite Dejean awaits with coach 
and retinue slaves and attendants the arrival his 
wife and children. Their plantation and that 
Mercier, their neighbor, alone have escaped destruction 
the current insurrection. the days that follow the 
family resume their customary way life unable realize 
that they cannot long escape the fate others their 
class. Dejean declares word that “the fate the 
colonies united that the motherland; Saint- 
Domingue will down with France”. But has not 
seen known France revolution. His recently re- 
turned family quickly forget the terrifying scenes and ex- 
periences their escape and cannot believe that the 
incredible hordes maroons (lawless Negroes, escaped 
from slavery and living the mountain fastnesses) will 
eventually organize and descend wrest from their 
former masters the food and shelter which they have 
need, and the freedom life which slavery was denied 
them. 
The confusion Negroes, Mulattoes, Creoles, 
Spanish, French and miscellaneous adventurers, the in- 
tricate social scales, the reaction the revolution 
France upon colonial administrators, the failure the 
civilized elements follow religious guides principles 
and practice well externals, weave convincing 
and interesting tale. Young Antoine, having killed his 
father’s favored personal attendant, prefers fleeing 
colonial America rather than facing his father’s wrath. 
Louise, the elder daughter, berated her father for 
failing marry and provide male heir whom may 
look for perpetuation his fortunes. desparation she 
accepts the attentions suitor doubtful origin. The 
dreaded insurrection resumed. The Dejeans are pre- 
vailed upon their loyal intendant Leon Gascard, the 
faithful and canny Manette and the worthy Abbé Lafranc, 
avail themselves the opportunity flee the island 
though means abandoning all their possessions. 
Dejean, dreading the inconveniences flight and fearing 
his fate the hands the mob, dies, were, fright. 
Louise, meeting her unscrupulous lover the family 
about embark, yields his entreaties and remains with 
him only learn that shorn her wealth his regard for 
her suffers marked change. 
the vigorously refreshing atmosphere the young 
American republic Antoine acquires new and worthy 
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set values. Learning the embarkation his family 
from Saint-Domingue the States sets out search 
them effect reconciliation and assist them ma- 
terially with the wealth that his labors have won. 


Miss Magaret artistic craftsman. writing clear, 
direct, vigorous, realistic, interesting. Who Walk Pride 
recommended all who read with pleasure narratives 
historic import. 


* * * 


Connolly, Terence L., Francis Thompson: His 
Paths. Bruce. Dec. 30, 1944. 203p. $2.75. 


The curator one the world’s finest collections 
Thompson manuscripts writes diary his pilgrimage 
shrines hallowed their association with Francis 
Thompson. Father Connolly approaches his task with 
the knowledge man who knows Thompson and the 
enthusiasm one who deeply appreciates and admires 
him. The pilgrim visits all the spots familiar Thomp- 
son, and with the lines poetry inspired them ringing 
his ears, reverently describes them. Hours not spent 
sight-seeing are devoted the study manuscripts 
and the fruits the author’s study are shared with the 
reader critical observations and significant quotations. 


Though the book not professedly life the poet, 
succeeds giving enlightening picture the poet, 
sympathetic and penetrating study his mind and sterling 
character. The lights and shadows for this study come 
from interviews with people who knew Thompson and 
have survived him. Foremost among these Mr. Wilfrid 
Meynell, Thompson’s literary executor, man whose liter- 
ary insight discovered the poet, and whose charity was 
responsible for his physical and spiritual resurrection this 
side the However charming and worthy 
admiration Mr. Meynell may be, some will feel that the 
first part the book over full his poetry for memoir 
Thompson. Most interesting the testimony Arch- 
bishop Kenealy, formerly Father Anselm, whom Thomp- 
son called his ‘friend, philosopher and guide”. This great 
Franciscan claimed that “Thompson could easily have 
been great orator”, that “Patmore and Thompson were 
intellectually intimate friends, but not friends the com- 
plete sense the word”, and that Thompson was “gentle, 
humble and good and very conscious his powers, but 
never vain proud”. 


his descriptions shrines and churches Father Con- 
nolly strongly emphasizes the high position held the 
Mother God inspiration for Thompson’s poetry. 
But the theme the pre-reformation stolen churches, 
though well founded, little overworked. The book 
easily readable and chuck-full literary lore about 
great poet, his times, his friends and his creations. 
Aloysius Miller, 


University Scranton 


Burton, Katherine. Shadow Turning. The Life 
James Kent Stone. (Father Fidelis the Cross.) 
mans, Green. Nov. 25, 1944. 233p. $2.50. 


During the past six seven years, Katherine Burton has 
drawn attention the lives some American Catholics 
the immediate and more remote past—Rose Hawthorne, 
Mother Seton, Isaac Hecker and Mother Butler Mary- 
mount—whose stories were our day too little known. 
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Shadow Turning she continues this work 
choosing her subject the life story James Kent Stone, 
nineteenth century convert the Faith who gained 
renown Father Fidelis the Cross, C.P. 


Kent Stone’s story ordinary one. Neither his an- 
cestry nor his education were the kind that tend naturally 
produce converts Catholicism, much less Catholic 
priest. His mother, Mary Kent, daughter Chancellor 
Kent New York, came family that had given many 
ministers the Presbyterian sect; his father was Dr. John 
Seeley Stone, prominent Episcopalian divine and rector 
St. Paul’s Boston and St. Paul’s Brookline. 
was educated Dr. Dixwell’s Latin School Boston and 
Harvard and spent year study Ger- 
many, where took courses modern philosophy, Ger- 
man history and Exposition Thucydides. taught 
his alma mater, Dr. Dixwell’s, served with the Second 
Massachusetts Infantry the Civil War, became professor 
Latin and president Kenyon College, Gambien, 
Ohio. After disagreement with the Board Trustees 
over his interpretation theology, resigned presi- 
dent Kenyon and almost immediately accepted the 
presidency Hobart College Geneva, New York. 


Prior his resignation from Kenyon, August 27, 1863, 
had married Cornelia Fay, member the family 
who had built St. Paul’s Church Brookline. Cornelia 
died February 16, 1869, never having recovered from 
the birth their third daughter, and was during the 
long months reading and study put assuage 
his grief following her death that Stone first was struck 
the claims Catholicism. June, 1869, resigned 
president Hobart and went Madison, New Jersey— 
his grandfather Kent’s place 
study the Church’s doctrines more Madi- 
son was received into the Church December 
1869, and there wrote The Invitation Heeded, his 
highly-regarded apologia. 


Having become Catholic, Stone, who 
often deacon the Episcopal Church, did not want 
give “the Lord’s work”. placed his daughters 
under the care the Sisters Mercy Manchester, 
New Hampshire, and joined the Paulists. member 
that congregation was ordained priest Decem- 


ber 21, 1872. 


For four years Father Stone lived and worked Paulist. 
Then, because his two remaining daughters (one had died 
Manchester) had been legally adopted the wealthy 
O’Connor family San Mateo, California, and because 
felt called more monastic rule than that the 
Paulists, left the Paulists become Passionist. 


was Passionist missionary that Kent Stone spent 
the remainder his long and useful life. Father 
Fidelis the Cross, gained national and international 
prominence preacher, lecturer and founder new 
monasteries. His fields labor included not only the 
United States but also Rome, the Argentine, Chile, Paris, 
Panama, the British Isles and Cuba, and various times 
filled the offices Master Novices, Provincial, Pro- 
vincial Consultor, and Consultor General the Passionist 
Congregation. died, just two months before the fiftieth 
anniversary his ordination the priesthood, the 
home his youngest daughter where had been visiting. 
His death was universally mourned and tributes the 
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man and his work came from people all walks life 
the world over. 


could not have been easy task encompass the 
short space two hundred and thirty pages, the 
tudinous activities rich and varied and unique life 
that lived James Kent Stone. Yet Shadow 
Turning Mrs. Burton has ably performed that task. 
her interesting and always literate and readable style, she 
presents good picture the man all the phases 
his career. True, there are some points, one feels, could 
have been more highly developed—the obstacles Stone’s 
conversion the way objections from his family and 
friends, and the reasons for the closeness his relation- 
ship the Smith family Torresdale, mention but 
two. And there are points which may overemphasized 
—his youthful trips Europe and his mountain climbing 
exploits, among others. But these are minor objections 
and way seriously mar the author’s study her 
subject. That study remains vivid account what 
preceded and followed the answer generous, truth- 
seeking soul the call Divine Grace and one that 


well worth reading. 
Rev. Edward Sullivan, 
Williamsport, Pa. 


Steinbeck, John. 
208p. $2.00. 


Take group bums and irresponsibles, dip them mud 
and exhibit them under the dishonest title elemental 
picturesqueness, and you have the material John Stein- 
beck’s latest dream the sun Monterey, California, 
slum. This novel; difficult say what is. 
The arty term series vignettes”. Vignette the first 
the sketch decadent scientist, who collects and 
sells marine specimens, has distorted sentimental regard 
for cretin, almost faints the sight corpse the 
surf, forgives the unemployed fringe the town’s society 
when breaks his laboratory drunken brawl, and 
is, sexually, “as promiscuous rabbit” quote the 
author. Vignette the second the flash Lee Chong 
his store, catchall souvenirs from the Columbian 
Exposition modern four-months old whiskey. one 
the Doc’s birthday parties contributes firecrackers. 
Vignette the third the record the inactivity one 
Mack, who catches frogs for the Doc, shows his humanity 
his love for dog, drinks incessantly and always means 
reform, but whose ways are defended the Doc 
healthy and the author noble. His associates are 
chiseling bartender who hastily empties 
glasses into community jug for the boys back the old 
warehouse, unemployed mechanic who “very St. 
Francis” with machinery (whatever that means), wife- 
beater, and other sundry scum, whom the author makes 
into splendid apostolate idleness. Vignette the fourth 
Dora, madam what she calls the Bear Flag Restaurant, 
who proves she “human” drinking secret and 
promising her lonely bouncer two weeks vacation some 
time. There are also Mr. and Mrs. Malloy, who live 
abandoned boiler (Mrs. Malloy unhappy because 
there are windows hang curtains upon, and curtains 
make place look homy!); Henri, make-believe 
painter who has dozen more liaisons year, but his 
mistresses always leave him because there are modern 
conveniences indoors; and Richard something-or-other, 
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who wonders about the alimentary problemis flag-pole 
sitters. Two boys with sling-shots and widowed gopher 
also have chapters themselves, but difficult fit 
them into the pattern. 


single phrase, difficult find the pattern all. 
Henri’s gift the Doc pincushion, three four feet, 
which different colored pins might arranged any 
art form the owner desired. This pretty much the way 
the story has been put together. may compared 
inlet after the tide has gone out: perhaps the scientist 
humanity interested collecting specimens; perhaps 
the specimens have their uses. difficult seek this 
fiction, however. definitely time deflate these 
coy combinations Gertrude Stein, Dali and the con- 
versation the boys the back-room (as recent anthol- 
ogy featuring Steinbeck was called). unknown put 
together these uneven chapters, would told take 
course composition or, better, stop writing alto- 
gether. But Mr. Steinbeck different: makes Doc 
engage his love affairs the recorded music the 
Vatican choir, and, when reads Sanskrit love poetry 
aloud, all the prostitutes burst into tears. The objection 
the story made the grounds its totally distorted 
viewpoint; the author has actually avoided all description 
immoral incidents. There seems reason 
recommend even the mature reader; the normal 
grown well beyond playing with overstuffed pin- 


cushions. 
James Edward Tobin, 
Fordham University 
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Editorial 
Announcement 


order provide our subscribers 
with more comprehensive coverage 
current books, the Editors Best 


Sellers have decided include reviews 


the more popularly written Catholic 


titles, particularly those appearing 
the monthly “Book-Log” America. 


Perry, 
guard 


One 
eviden 
is, 
critiqui 
Profess 
ethos 
eenth 
has trit 
pecul 
old inte 
The 
ously 
the sec 
tan spir 
displaye 
scholars 
are 
Professo 
flamboy: 
tions, 
bunkers’ 
grounds 
action, 
National 
which 
following 
sigi 
standi 


~ 
~ 
fy 


